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RICHARD SYDNEY ALLISON

The developwent of medicine, and in particular neurvlogy, in Ulster
has been greatly advanced by the sustained effort and initiative of
Richard Sydney Allison.

He was educated at the Royal Belfast Academickl Institution and froz
there progressed to Queen's University in 1916 where he . .alified ss a
physician in 1821, This period overlapped with the first world war and he
spent the year 1918 to 1919 as a Surgeon-Probationer in the Navy whose small
vessels carried medical students due to the lack of gualified medical
practitioners. After graduating he became a house physician and surgeon

at the Royal Victoria Hospital from 1922 to 1923 and then moved across the

water to the Neurological Depariment at the West London Hoapital, Hammersmith,
where he was a house physician from 1923 to 1524. He obtained the M.D. with

commendation fro@ Queen’'s and the M.R.C.P.(London) in 1924, becoming a
Registrar in the West London Hospital from 1924 to 1925. Sydney Allison
then moved to the famous clinic at Ruthin Castle in Denbighshire, North Wales
where, during the period 1925 to 1930 he worked mainly on diseases of the
digestive tract but also, with the aid of a grant from the Medical Research
Council, on the incidence and distribution of disseminated schlerosis in
North Wales. Meanwhile he had retained his connection with the Royal Naval
Volunteer Reserve and was given the rank of Surgeon-Lieutenant in 1925.

In 1930 he returned to Belifast and was appointed Asgsistant Physician

#n ‘he Neyrnlggicsl Dapariment s+ the Royal doing work on toxic polyneuritis,
apd was elevated io physician ip sharge of suc-patients in Y937, and visating

physician at the Nervous Diseases Hospital in Claremont Street in 13939, He

was elested P.R.C.P,(London) in 1938.
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during the second world war and by the end of hostilities he was a
Surgeon-Captain as well as a Medical Consultant to the Admirality. He
obtained the Volunteer Reserve Decoratioen in 1943, the year in which his
monograph on "Sea Diseases: the Story of & Great Natural Experiment in
Preventive Medicine in the Royal Navy" was published.

Not content with hig existing wide knowledge of neurclogy and
psychology, Sydney Allison obtained the Diploma in Psychological Medicine in
1944,

He was Honorary Secretary to the Medical Staff of the Royal Victoria
Hospital from 1946 to 1948 and was involved at that time in establishing a
_neurosurgical department Ln the Royal, the first of itr xind in Northern Ireland,
and a department of neurology and electroencephalography. He became physician
in charge of the Neurological Department in the Royal, was appointed Consultant
Neurologist to the Belfast City Hospital, and Lecturer in Neurology at Queen's.

Sydney Allison has also been active 1n mediclne away from the British
Islos and was Visiting Professor at the Medical College of South Carolina in
1947 and at the University of Dalhousie, Nova Scotia in 1958, and Visiting
Consultant Neurologist to the Thailand Government under the auspices of the
British Council from 1964 to 1965,

He has written & large number of mrticles as well as ssveral books.

He was joint editor of the 9th Edition of Whitla's "Dictionary of Medical
Treatment” in 1957, and the author of a monograph on "The Senile Brain"
published 1n 1962. He has written a short history of the Beltast General
and Roysl Hospital entitled "The Seeds of Time" and is currently the Honorary
Archivist to the Royal Victoria Hospital. In addition, Sydney Allison has
written an excellent monograph on the history of H.I.-S. Caroline which is the
only survivor of the Battle of Jutland and is the Drill Ship of the Ulster

Diviaion of the Royal Naval Reserve.



[image: image3.png]Sydney Allison was President of the Ulster Neuropaychiatric Society
from 1952 to 1954, But his fame in neurclogical circles is not confined
to Ulater, for he was President, Section of Neurology, of the Royal Society
of Medicine, London from 1962 to 1963; he was President of the Association
of the British Neurologists trfxn 1966 to 1967; he was elected Honorary
Fellow of the Australian Neurclogical Associstion in 1967; and as a
culminating distinction, he was made Preasident of the Association of

~
Physicians of Great Britain and Ireland when they met in Belfast in 1967,

Vice~Chancellor of the University, I present to you Richard Sydney

Allison for the Degree of Doctor of Science, honoris causa,
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OBITUARY

A W DAVIDSON
OBE, MC, ERD, MB, FRCSED

who have been enriched by his friendship and
his lifetime of service, and who will continue
1o remember him wih gratitude and affection

Mr A Whyte Davidson, formecly & senior —RS and ABW.
medical officet in the Ministry of Health, died
on 16 Apri! He was 80

Alexander Whyte Davidson was the son of D M BLAIR

He was educated at
Geotge Watson's
Junior School and
ther at Edinburgh
Academy,  from
which in 1914
aged only 16] he
enlsted in the
Seaforih High-
landers and
fought with them
in  France. In

a Presbyterian munister,

CMG, OBE, MD, DPH

Dr Dyson Blair died in Salisburé, Rhodesia,
on 2 May. He was 71

Dyson Milroy Blair was 2/ member of a
faryily with a tradition of colopial service, and,
aftér 2 childhood in Fiji, he/ was educated at
Dollar Academy and the Uhiversity of Edin-
burgh, where he graduated/in 1930. Almost at
once he joined the Shuthern Rhodesian
Medical Service, in which he was initially
employed in general d

November 1917  stations. His interests rapidly became con-
he was commis- centrated on epidemiofogy, and he undertook
sioned ipto the i arduous conditions/a number of surveys of
Northumberjand  the incidence of tryganasomal and bilharzial

Fusilters; m/ May
1918 he was wounded in the neck by a
shrapne! which remained embedde
spinc and troubled him for the rest

infection in the heral parts of Rhodesia.
His pioneering wgrk received  international
recognition, but ifs development was inter-
rupted by military/service in the Middle East,
where his clear mind and practical experience
of hot-climate hygiene proved most valuable,

After the war/he returned to Rhodesia and
rapidly advanced in the medical administra-
tion of what/ became the Federation of
Rhodesia and Kyasaland, to which short-lived
award of the Ertles scholarship for the most and ill-fated body he cventually became
distingurshed medical gradylte of 1923, After  Secretary for/ Health, He maintained bis in-
housc appomtments at thy Royal Infirmary, rerest in pragtical medicine, with special refer-
Edinburgh. and the Royaf Victoria Hospital. ence to the ghntrol of bilharziasis. At Salisbury
Bourncmouth, he becamef FRCSEd in 1926, he fostered the development of the laboratory
He then went into genergl practice in Christ-  which is ngw named after him, and the respect
church, Hants, and soon/gained the reputation  he won is{wel] exemplified by the Festschrift
of being o giffed diaggostician and a caring  in his honbur published as a supplement to the
doctor. He remained there until 1938, when  Cemtral African Journal of Medicine in Septem-
for domestic reasons b moved 1o a practice in ber 1973,

Loughton, Essex Dr Blair was a most generous friend. In

On the outbreak of the second world war he  professional matters he was punctitious and
was mobilised froth the RAMC reserve of uncompromising. Happily married, he was
officers and served with distinction through-  much saddened by the death of his wife in
out. When Francd capitulated in 1940 he was 1977, but was supported by the affection of
embarkation medical officer, Cherbourg, and  his son and daughter.—WICM
Iater served in North Africa and lraly.

He resumed his general practice 1o Loughton
until 1948 when he joincd the then Ministry
of Health as regional medical officer, East
Anglia. From there he moved in 1954 10 Leeds
as division medical officer for the North-cast,
a posiuon he held until his retirement in 1963,

Throughout his life Sandy Whyte Davidson
exemplificd the term “gentleman.” Unself-
conscigusly he set a standard few can reach

Miliary  Cross “for

and leadership.”

conspicucys  gallantry

among. the first postwar int
students at Edinburgh Unives

JPM writes: Dyson Blair mady his permanent
home at PO Box 1, Salisbiry, an address
difficult to forget and made gremorable by his
presence. An unashamed Ghristian, he served
as an elder of the Chugth of Scotland in
Salisbury and proved a friend to many.
The prevention of disease was his life work
and inevitably he chose his hobbies from his
work ; despite his glaucoma he used his micro-

His rfanners and behaviour were in keeping  scope until shortly before his death. My
with his disunguished presence. He balanced memary of him is as & mll, gangling, sun-
strength with gentieness and high achievement  bupt,  quizzical, quiet humorist—a  truly
with modesty. Breve in the facc of dangers_gfeat man.

imperturbable in times of stress. gracious

always, he brought 1o every phase of hus van

life qualities of mind and character that R § ALLISON

benetiicd thousands and won the admiration
and affection of his colleaguet and friends
He & survived hy his second wife Kay and
his sor and two daughters. Perbaps thev will
take comfort from the thought of the many

VRD, MD, DSC, FRCF, FRCPI, DPM

Dr R S Allison, who was formerly head of the
department of neurology at the Roal Victoria
Hospital, Belfast, died on 27 April. He was 78

Richard Sydney Alison was born in 1899
and was educared st the Royal Belfast
Academsical Institution and Queen's Univer-
sity, Belfast, qualifying with honouss in 1921
1n'1923 he became house physician and later
registrar at the West London Hospital,
Hammersmith, and in 1925 he became
assistant physician at Ruthin Castle in North
Wales. Here he developed an interest in
diseases of the gastrointestinal tract and
carried out his first epidemiological study
of multiple sclerosis. In 1930  he
was appointed o the staff of the Roval
Victoria Hospital, Belfast, and became a
visiting physician to Claremont Street Hos-
pital in 1939

Sydney Allison was always interested in the
sea and the Navy. As a medical student he
spent a year in the Royal Navy &s a surgeon
probationer in a destroyer. The great influenza
epidemic wiped out many of the crew and
made a profound impression wpon him,
Before becoming a bouseman at the Royal
Victoria Hospital he spent @ year at sea with
the Shaw Saville Company in the Far East.
He became 2 surgeon lieutenant RNVR in
1925 and during the second world war spent
his time as a medical specialist.

After the war be became a full-time
neurologist and gave up his general medical
beds. This atiowed him to devote more of his
time to his two chicf interests, multiple
sclerosis and organic mental states. At that
time he was a leading authority on the conduct
of epidemiological work in multiple sclerosis.
In 1957 he was visiting professor to the
Medical College of South Carolina and the
University of Dalhousic, Halifax, Nova
Scotia. His studies of the effects of latitude on
multiple sclerosis were the subject of the
Florence Tong lecture in 1959 and his presi-
dential address to the section of neurology of
the Royal Society of Medicine in 1962 His
interest in organic mental states began during
the war, and in the posiwar years he spent
hours of his leisure time studying cases of
carbon monoxide poisoning during the re-
covery phase. This work culminzted in the
publication of The Semile Brain in 1962. His
Croonian lecture on perseveration as a sign of
diffuse and focal brain damage was given in
1966.

On his retirement he was invited to become
honorary archivist a1 the Royal Victoria
Hospital, which allowed him to continue his
interest in medical and naval history; he pub-
lished short histories of the development of
ophthalmological and otorhinolaryngological
services in Belfast and of the Belfast General
and Royal Hospital. His last book, 1o be pub-
hshed shortly, is concerned with surgeon
probationers of the Royal Navy

Among his many homours were presi-
dencies of the Association of Physicians of
Great Britain and reland, the Associanon of
British Neurologists, the Ulster Medical
Society, and the Ulsier Neuropsychiatric
Socicty.

His name will be perpetuated in Belfast in
the form of the annual Allison lecrure and
prize. Sydney Alfison wen warmhearted and
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generous. z dedicated physician, and a devered
husband and father. His wife Beth, who died
two vears age. was a gifted artist, illustratng
several of his books., He is survived by two
daughiers and a son.—JHDM,

T MARSHALL
MB, FFARCS

Dr Timothy Marshall, consultans anaesthetist
n the West Glamorgan Health Authority
area, died on 26 Apnl. He was 61

Timothy Marshall, a nauve of Brecon, was
educated at Christ’s College. Brecon and the
Middlesex Hospital. qualifying in 1940, After
20 appoincment at S1 Charles’s Hospual he
served in the RAM from 1942 10 1946 in the
North African and German theatres. On
demobilisation he came to Swansca as super-
numerary registrar in anaesthetics at the
Swansea General and Morniston  hospitals
He spent the rest of his professional life in
Swansea, bemng appointed a consultant in 1948

Tim played a leading part in advancing the
scope and expertise of the anaesthetic depart-
men: in Swansca. Senior enough to have
trained in the days when open ether was
acceptable, be saw the practice of anaesthesi-
ology become a science as well as an art and
fostered its development by practice and pre-
cept. He was a generalist_ in that he preferred
nor to be identified with any particular surgical
technique, but he was ready for anything;
many a surgeon, junior and senior, has
experienced a sense of security in the m
ledge that Tim was at the top end/of the
1able, calm and competent to face any emer-
gency. An excellent practical teacher, his kind-
ness 1o juniors was well known 1o extend far
beyond the hospital walls. His advice and help
were ever available and always valved. His
colleagues in recognition made him president
of the Soviety of Anaesthetists of Wales in
1964, arnd he was for ten years chairman of the
Swansea Anaesthetic Group

By convicoon Tim was a stnct conservative
and deprecated the infrusion of bureaucracy
into medicine. never hesitating 1o express
hus opinions in_public, A fuent and wiry
speaker, his accalades at valedictory dinners to
reutring colleagucs were a feature of medical
lifc in $wansga which will be sorely missed.
A distressig illness borne with exemplary
fortitude, of the nature of which he was welt
aware, manifested 1tselfl some months ago,
and he died in the nursing home which he
had served with devonan bevend duty over
the vears. He is survived by tus wife and two
daughters, a farmily which gav him great jov,
—BBH

R P WHITE
MRCS, LRCP

Dr R P White, formerly a general pracutioner
st Bugbrooke, Northampronshire, died on
15 Apnil. He was 7

Robson Percival White, commonly known
s George, received his medical education at
Gonvilie and Caus College, Cambridge, and
St Bartholomew’s Hospital, qualifyng in
1029, After house appointments at the Rad-
ciuffe Infirmary, Oxford, and at Walthamgtow.
he succeeded to his father’s practigé. For
nearly 40 vears he cared for patienty/in some
30+ illages and hamlets centred on Rugbrooke
With hus quiet manner and his respect for the
confidential nasure of # doctor’s work he could

produce a cdlm conmderatian of every eriss
At the same nme he had a clear and coneuse
mind with a ready wit that enabled him 1o
penetrate to the essennials of his pavents
problems. By mis willingness 1o visit people
in their homes he set the best tradition of a
rural family doctor. He earned the respect
and trust of people for miles around. Con-
tinuing 3n the vilage of s birth. he was
intimately concerned with many of the activi-
ties of the community and was a keen mason
In particular. he provided a splendid village
cricket ground for Bugbrooke. Weil known for
his craftsmanship. he was to be found, often
with grandchildren, in his fully equipped
workshor werking at a new technical nvention

A weil-loved family doctor, he leaves his
friends with a wonderful example of great
courage as he faced his last months. He iy
survived by his wife Mervyn, son, and three
daughters. ~EMD.

J K H McCULLOUGH
MR, CHB, MRCGP Va

Dr Kenneth McCullough, formerly in general
practice at King's Norton, Birminghagh, died
on 24 April. He was 61 /

John Kenneth Hugh McCullough/was born
on 28 Octaber 1916 and educated gt Highgate,
London, and a1 Birmingham/ University,
where he graduated in medicing'in 1940. After
house appoinuments at Qeen Elizabeth
Hospital, Birmingham, b’ served in the
RAMC and was mentionedl in dispatches. On
demobilisation he joingd Dr  Marguerite
Sheldon at King's Nortgn and succeeded her
as senior partner. From 1955 until 1958 he
was honorary secretary of the Birmingham
Division of the BMA, and he was u repre-
sentative at Annual Meetings on  several
occasions. As a family doctor he quickly
established himself as an outstanding per-
sonality, and in the difficull period at the
beginning of the NHS he was urging the
formation of a service to the patient that
maintained the highest standards and xr?h 1005
of family medicine. He remained in préctice at
King's Nortor for over 30 years ahd retired
to Somerset in 1976.— TWBC. 7

HD writes: The big thing ‘about Kenncth
was that he was always 4 force for good. He
was the first o come to the aid of any of us in
any kind of difficulty. Mhintaining the highest
ethical and professioial standards, he was
alwsys ready to talk over any of our problems
or ideas. Despite His active life ax a general
practitioner, Birmingham representative of the
BMA, member of the Jocal medical committee,
and member of the house committee of Queen
Flizabeth Hospital, he found time to be a
churchwarden at King's Norton Church and
captain of Blackwell Golf Club. W'e have heen
made poorer by tus loss, but so much richer
for having known him.

C W GRAHAM
MB, CHE, FRCSED

Dr Charles Grabam, formerly consultant
ophthalmologist to the Edinburgh Royal
Infirmary, died on 28 March. He was 90
Charles William Graham came of an oid
Edinburgh familv. the son of William
Graham, & banker. He graduated m medscine
1n Edinburgh in 1911 and held house appoint-
ments in the Roval Infimaryv and Leith
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Hospial e spent Admiralre
sutgeon 10 Shetland in energenc and demand
ing surgial practice. Elected FRCSEd in
1921, he devoted himself to ophthaimology
and became chmcal asmstamt n Edinburgh
Royal Infirmary and ophthalmic surgeon 1o
Leith Hospital. From 1943 until his retirement
n 1953 he was surgeon in the ophthalmic
department of the Royal Infirmary. As con
sultant in ophthalmie surgery he saw service
with the Middle East Force from 1940 to 1942,
when he had 1g reliffquish his Army com-
mission on account of ill health.

Dr Grahapt took a special interest in the
welfare of £hc blind amd worked with the
Rova! Bliudl Asylum and School and the W H
Ross Fodndation for the Prevention of Blind-
ness. He gave particular attention to the prob-
lems faised by the certification of blindness,
espécially in the Western Istes, and 10 the social
aspects of herednty in blindness. He was a
fhember of the Ophthalmological Society of
the United Kingdom and a keen and popular
atrender at_meetings of the Scottish Ophthal-
mological Club, of which he was president n
1953-5. He was clecied an honorary member
n 1964 S

Dr Graham was ¥painstaking surgeon with
a very genuine cofpassion for his patients and
a teacher who aroused interest and imparted
knowledge in a quiet and most effective way
His leisure occupations included sailing—as a
keen and successful member of the Royal
Forth Yacht Club—and angling, while he also
developed an expert knowiedge of photo
graphy and partcularly of old and unusua!
camcras. Always good with his hands, he bud
a well-equipped workshop, and after retire-
ment he 100k up horology

We shall remember Charles Graham with
affection as a friend and with respect for a pro-
fessional life devored 1o the highest ideats

His wife died ip 1975 and he 1s survived by
his daughter Joyce ~MWP.

six vears as

S K SINHA
MR, BS

Dr Sekhar Sinha, haematologist 10 the Herrs
and Essex Hospital, Bishop's Stortford, and
Hertford County Hospital, died suddenly on
23 April. He was 46

Sckhar Kumar Sinha trained in medicine at
the National Medical College, Calcutta,
graduaung in 1956. After house officer posts
in Calcutta and Army service in India from
1957 10 1961 he came to Britain 10 1961 % a
postgraduate training appointment i dlinscal
chemistry at St Andrews and then Edinburg
University. Later he did house appaintments
at Dudley and Manchestes and: was registrar
in clinical pathology in Leicester and Ports
mouth. In 1908 he was appointed rescasch
assistant to the department of chemical
pathology at St George's Hospital Medica)
School. In 1969 he was appointed medical
assistamt pathologsst 10 the Harlow group of
bospitals and subsequently concentraied ot
haematology. Dr Sinha's opinion on hacmato-
logical marters hecame greatly valued by his
hospital calleagues and in general practice, and
he took a strong clinical interest in the patiens
concerned with his work, The grief expressed
by so many of these patients on heating of Dr
Sinha’s sudden death 15 tribute 1o the estcem
in which he was held, and his calleagues have
been deprived of an able hacmatologist and
friend. He is survived by his wife and twe
voung children.—-W DL aod PCR




